
Interpreting a Nonprofit Portrait      

 
The Community Foundation of Central Florida’s 
knowledge base was created to help donors 
become even better charitable investors.   
 
Visit the knowledge base to find a database of 
hundreds of nonprofit portraits.   
 
 
 
Each portrait displays in-depth information to 
help you determine if a nonprofit is effective. 
 

 
 
 
Look for the "Reviewed" icon for the most 
current information about a particular 
organization. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PORTRAIT SECTION RECOMMENDED BEST 
PRACTICE 

THINGS TO CONSIDER 

 

   
Programs 

The portrait should 
clearly describe success 
measures along with how 
the program is 
monitored. 

Do I want to fund programs that 
provide for immediate needs or 
create sustainable long-term 
solutions? 
 
What needs are being met by this 
organization that otherwise would 
not be provided? 

 

  
Management  

CEO and senior 
management has formal 
performance evaluations. 

Does the organization have a 
fundraising or strategic plan? 
 
Does the organization have a 
management succession plan? 

 

   
Governance 

Board meets in a policy 
mode with meeting 
attendance at or above 
67% 

Who is on the Board of Directors? 
 
Is there a Conflict of Interest policy? 
 
Does the Board of Directors have 
term limits? 
 

  
Financials 

Look for validated IRS 
Form 990 reports and 
audits to be posted on 
the portrait. 

Do revenues meet or exceed 
expenses? 
 
Does the organization have an 
endowment (permanently restricted 
net assets)? 

 

 Transparency 

Current information is 
easily accessed.   

The Reviewed icon means that the 
nonprofit portrait is complete and 
up to date. 

 

http://cfcf.guidestar.org/
http://www.mycfcf.org

